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Stetia 2020 - 2021 mepAapBavel ya tnv matpida pag, kat oxt

pévov, SUo egatpetikd onpavtikd opdonpa. To 2021 onpatodotel
™ oupmARpwon 200 stwv amd tnv évapén tng Emavdotaong tou 1821
IOV 081yNoE otnv amotiva&n Tou Jakpaiwvou oBwpavikou {uyou, Tnv
ameAeuBépwan tou EBvoug Kal tn Snptoupyla aveEaptntou EMnVIKoU
KpAtoug. To 2020 twdtal pla akopn 8Laitepa onPAavtikr eMETeLog: H
Tiapéleuon 2500 eTwv armo Tn Paxn Twv OgpPoTIUAWY Kal TN vaupayia
™G ZaAapivag. Tipwvtal sUo yeyovota ou onpddedav tnv eE€ALEN
Twv MePOLKWV MOAEPWY Kal ETNPEACAV KABOPLOTLKA OE TIOAAATIAG
ETTIESA TN PETETELTA EAMANVLKI, AAAG KAl TV TiaykdopLa Lotopia Kat
TOV TIOALTLOWO.

ESw kat 2.500 xpovLa, 0 SUTIKOG KOOHOG avayvwplleL 0Tn VIKNYOpo
€kBacn Twv MndLkwy éva yeyovog Ttou cUVERAAE KABOPLOTLKA OTN
Sldowon kat ePTeSwaon tou apyatou ENANVIKOU KAAOLKOU TIOALTLOHOU,
AELTOUPYWVTAG KATAAUTIKA YLA TN PLAOCOMLKT), TIOALTLKNA KAl KAAALTEXVL-
KN €kpnén TIou akoAoUBNoE v cuVEXELA UTIO TN PUOLKI) KAL TIVEUPATLKNA
nyeola tng abnvaikng dnpokpatiag. H BplapBeutikn vikn emi tng au-
ToKpaTOPLag TWV AXALPEVISWY SLECWOE TOV EAANVLONO, KAl KATEOTNOE
HOVASLKA TIOALTLOTIKA ETILTEVYHATA ATIOAUTWE EQLKTAL

Avapeoa oTLg §pAceLg Tou To Yroupyelo MoALtiopol kat ABANTLopoU
TIPOYPAMHATLOE, yLa VA TLUAOEL TNV TIOAU GNHPAVTLKY QUTK) ETIETELO
elvat kat n Slopydvwon tng apBpwtng €kBeong «lotoping AmdSegLgy».
MpOKELTAL yLa L EKBEC CUVBETLKI Kal TIOAUETILTTES. Me apetnpla tig
apXALES TINYEG KAL TLG UALKEG PHOpTUPLEG TOU TTapeABOVTOC avaseLkvU-
OVTAaL Ta PEYAAA LOTOPLKA yEYoVOTd Ta otola kaboploav tnv mopeia
NG TayKOOopLaG Lotoplag.

a tnVv Tpaypatomnoinon tng ékBeong ocuvepyaotnkav pe emtuyia
Mouoeia kat Epopeleg Apxatotritwy pe tn AtelBuvon ApXaLOAOYLKWY
Mouoeiwv, ExkBéoewv kal Exkmatdeutikwy Mpoypappdtwy. H mloyn
TWV £pYWV, N TEKUNPLWON KAl 0 CUCYETLOPOC PE TIG apXaleg TINYEG, N
HETAOTOLYELWON TNG LOTOPLKNAG TTANPOYOPLAG HE TPOTIO EUANTITO KAl Ka-
TavonTo amod Tov Ao ETILOKETTTN ATAV WLd TIPOKANGCN KAWVOPAVH|G, éva
eyxelpnua amaltnTkd, Tou aVTIPETWITLOTNKE P 0oBapdTtnTa, CUVETELA
KAl ETILHEAELQ, OSNYWVTAG O€ €va ATOTEAECHA APTLO KAl EVELAPEPOV.




Mapd\nAa, akoAouBwvTag TLG ETLTAYEG TNG oUYXPOVNG ETTOXNAG, N
HeTaypayn Tng €kBeong og PNPLaKO TIEPLBANOV, EUTTAOUTLOPEVNG HE
VEEG EVOTNTEG, ETILTPETIEL TIOAMATIAOUG YVWOTLIKOUG KAl EPUNVEVTIKOUG
OGUA\OYLOPOUG KaL ATTOTEAEL pLa TIPWTOTIOPLAK ATIOTIELPQ, TIOU OXESL-
AOTNKE KAl UAOTIOL)BnKe ard tn AteuBuvon Apxatoloylkwv Mouaceiwy,
EkB¢oewv Kal Ekmatdeutikwv Mpoypappdtwv. H Snuloupyia tng Ynet-
aKAG TAQTPOPHAG OPEIAETAL 0T YOVIUN cuvepyaotia pe EwtepLkoug
OUVEPYATEG, POopelg, pouoeia kat LEpupata amo tnv EANGSa kat to
€EWTEPLKO.

H YneLakn petaypapn TeEpLOSIKWY eKBECEWY aTTOTEAEL pLa TIOAU Be-
TIKN TIPWTOROUALG, TNV oTtola oelloupE va uttootnplEoUpE, WOTE
va emektaBel kal og avaloyeg Spdoelg otnv pooAn Tng €kBeong
TWV Povipwv cuMoywv. H texvoloyia TIpooPEPEL CrPEPA KALVOTOHA
epyalela kat Snploupyel TpoUToBECELG TIAPOXNG UTINPESLWY LYNARG
TpootBEépevng aglag otn Slopyavwon Kabe eldoug ekBEcEWV. Me TV
merolBnon otL n €kBeon «lotoping ATOSEELG» PTIOPEL VA amoTeNETEL
TNV apxn yla avaAoyeG eKBECLAKEG SPATELG 0TO PNPLAKO PEANNOV TWV
YTinpeoLwv Tou Yroupyeiou MoAttiopol kat ABAnTLopoUy, xatpeti{oupe
TNV TpooTdbeLa autn.

OepuEg euxapLoTieg opeilovTal o€ OAO TO TIPOCWTILKO KaL TA OTEAEXN
TwV YTINPECLWVY TOL YTIoUPYELOU, TIOU PETEXOUV OTNV 5LOPYAVWON TNG
OUYKEKPLUEVNG €kBEONG, Eva eyxelpnpa cUVBETO Kal amattnTikd, av
HAALoTa avaloylotoUpe TLG SUOKOAEG CUVBIKEG TTOU SnLoUPYNOE o€
OAOUG N TPWTOYVWPN UYELOVOLKN Kplon.

Ap Alva Mevdwvn)
Ymtoupyog MoALtiopou kat ABAnTLopoU




he Directorate of Archaeological Museums, Exhibitions and Educational

Programmes supports, coordinates and promotes the Archaeological Museums
of the country, pursues the promotion of their collections, advances scholarly
research and outreach by planning a large number of archaeological exhibitions in
Greece and abroad, designs and implements innovative educational actions fostering
expanded collaborations.
On the occasion of the anniversary of 2.500 years from the battle of Thermopylae
and the naval battle of Salamis, the Directorate, through its competent Department,
presents the modular and digital temporary exhibition under the title “Thermopylae
- Salamis. Proving History", outcome of the fruitful cooperation with the Peripheral
Directorates and the Museums of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports but also
with institutes, stakeholders and museums within Greece and abroad, to whom we
express our gratitude.

AtelBuvon Apxatohoylkwv Moucesiwy, EkBEcewv Kal EkmatSeutt-

KWV Mpoypappatwy, uTtootnpilel, CUVTOVIZEL Kal TIPORANEL Ta
Apxatoloyilkd Mouoeia tng xwpag, EMSLWKEL TNV BEATLOTN avASeLEn
TWV POUCELOKWY CUANOYWV TOUG, TIPOWBEL TNV ETILOTNPOVLIKN €pEuva
Kal padt tnv eEwotpePeLa Pe TNV SLopydvwaon TToAUApLBuwyY apxato-
AOYLKWV EKBECEWV OTNV ENNVLKI ETILKPATELA KAL OTO EEWTEPLKO, OXESL-
AdeL KaL UAOTIOLEL KALVOTOHEG EKTIALSEUTLKEG SpATELG, uTtooTtnpllovtag
EVEPYA SLEUPUPEVEG OUVEPYELEG.
Me tnv eukalpia Tng emeteiou Twv 2500 XpOVWV Ao TN HAXN TWV
OeppoTUAWV Kat tn vavpayia tng Zahapivag, n AtebBuvon, dia tou
appodiou Tunpatodg g, mapouolalel tnv apbpwtr) Kat YPneLakn e-
pLOSLKN €kBean pe Titho ‘latoping dmddeéis. OeppomUAss - Zadauiva.
Tekuripta lotoplac», amMOTENECHA TNG YOVLUNG cuvepyaatag pe Epopeleg
kat Mouoeta tou YMMOA, aM\G Kal Pe tspupaTa, QOPEL Kal pouoeia
NG EMMASAC Kal Tou EWTEPLKOU, TOUG OTIO{OUG EUXAPLOTOUE KAl atto
autr) tn Béon.

AUxvog o€ poper moAepikoU mholou. Tédog 5ou at. m.X.
Mouagio AkpémoAng

Lamp in the shape of a warship. Late 5th cent. BC
Acropolis Museum



IXTOPIHXZ AMTOAEZIX
THERMOPYLAE - SALAMIS
PROVING HISTORY

Here are presented the results of the enquiry carried out

by Herodotus of Halicarnassus. The purpose is to prevent the traces

of human events from being erased by time, and to preserve

the fame of the important and remarkable achievements produced

by both Greeks and non-Greeks; among the matters covered is, in particular,
the cause of the hostilities between Greeks and non-Greeks.

Herodotus, 1, preamble, translation Robin Waterfield, 2008.

hese are the words used by the historian Herodotus in the narration of the

events of the Persian Wars. Celebrating, this year, the anniversary of the 2,500
years since the battles of the Greeks at Thermopylae and Salamis, the Directorate of
Archaeological Museums, Exhibitions and Educational Programs aimed at coordinating
and connecting Museums of the Ministry of Culture and Sports in order to present the
modular exhibition “Proving History”.
Herodotus constitutes the main source on the period of the Persian Wars; however a
large number of other pieces of evidence are here to support and enhance his account.
The main concept of the exhibition is the presentation of the historic narrative based
on the study of the sources, i.e. texts and inscriptions, on the excavations and the
movable finds that these brought to light. By combining these pieces of evidence,
even little fragments insignificant at first glance, we can restitute the events, trace the
atmosphere of that era and reshape the total picture of the conflict of the two worlds,
East and West, which determined the course of History.

Mapudptvo moptpaito tou Hpo&dtou. 206 at. p.X.
Mouaeio Apyalag Ayopdg

Marble portrait head of Herodotus. 2nd cent. AD.
Ancient Agora Museum
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«Hpobdétou AAikapvnooéog ioToping améSeéis fide,

WG prjTe TG yevopeva €€ avBpwmwy T xpovw éitna yévntal,
prite épya peyda te kai Owpaotd, T pév EMnoy,

10 8¢ BapPBdpoiot amodeyOévta, dkAéa yévntal Td e EMa

Kkai &t' fjv aitinv émoAéunoav aMrjoiot.»

O Hpsébotog amd v AAikapvaocod ekBeTel e5w TiG EpeLVES Toy,

yla va un EeBwpidoet pe Ta ypdvia 6,1t €yive amé Toug avOpwmoug,

priTe épya peyda kait Oavpaotd, mpayparomolnuéva dAa

amé toug EMnveg kat da amd toug BapPdpous, va ofrfjcouv déoa
1Slaitepa yivetai ASyog yia v aitia mou autoi ToAéunoav ueta&t Tous.

Hpésotog, 1, mpooiuto, Mtpp. A. Mapwvitn, 1964.

M € TAAOYLO AUTA EEKLVA O LOTOPLKOG HpOS0TOG TNV €€LlOTOPNON TWV
YEYOVOTWV TwV MepOtlkwv MoAEPWY. TIHWVTAG PETOG TNV ETIETELO
Twv 2.500 XpOvwv amod TLG HAXEG Twv EMVWVY OTLG OgpOTIUAEG KaL TN
TaAapiva, N AteuBuvon Apxatohoytkwv Mouoeiwy, EkBéoswv kat Ekmat-
Seutikwv Mpoypappdtwy emiblwée va ouvtovioel kat va SLacuvseoel
Mouoeia tou Ymoupyeiou MoAttiopoU kat ABANTLOPOU PE OKOTIO TNV
Tiapouciacn tng apBpwtng €kBeong «latoping dmoSe€ic.

Ma tnv mepiodo Twv MNepotkwv MoAéuwv o Hpddotog amotelel TV
KUpLA avagopd - wotdoo TToAUApLOua AAAA TeEKUNPLA €pXovTal va
TIAQLOLWOOULV Kal va avasel&ouv tov Adyo tou. KevipLkr) L&A TG €k-
Beong amoteAel N Tapousciacn TG LOTOPLKAG aYrynong, 0Tweg autn
OUYKPOTELTAL ATTO TN HEAETN TWV TINYWV, KEWPEVWV KaL ETILYPAPWY, ATTO
TLG €pEUVEG TIESLOU, TLG AVAOKAYPEG KAL TA KLVNTA EVPHPATA TIOU QUTES
€QPEPAV OTO PWC. UVSUALOVTAC TA TEKPNPLA QUTA, aKOMA KAl Pkpd
OTIAPAYPATA ACHPUAVTA OE TIPWTN PATLE, PTIOPOUE VA avacuvBEécou-
HE TA yEyovOTa, VA OKLAYPAPHOOUE TNV aTHOo@ALpa TNG ETTOXNG, Va
QVATAAOOUE TN CUVOALKI £LkOVA TNG OUYKPOUONG TWV SU0 KOOHWVY,
AvatoAng kat Abong, Ttou kaBdpLoe tov pou tng lotoptag.



THE PERSIAN WARS

A ccording to Herodotus, one of the reasons for the Persian Wars was the ambition
of the Persians to conquer the Aegean Sea and the important Greek cities with
ulterior goal to expand their empire to the West.

Under the reign of Darius, the aid of the Athenians and Eretrians to the revolted lonians
of Asia Minor (499 BC) served as a pretext of the attack.

The first great clash of the opponents on Greek soil took place in 490 BC on the plain
of Marathon. The Athenian democracy, which had been established recently (508 BC),
was consolidated and reinforced through successfully withstanding a very powerful
enemy, against whom it deployed free citizens-hoplites.

The second Persian invasion took place in 480-479 BC. At Thermopylae, Artemision,
Salamis and Plataea the Greeks confronted Xerxes' numerous army, managing to resist
and finally prevail both on land and at sea.

The exhibition “Proving History" refers to these exact events. The finds presented in it
constitute the pieces of evidence, direct or indirect, of the historical narration. Around
the two main axes, set by the battle of Thermopylae and the naval battle of Salamis,
thematic units are developed, such as the strategic plan followed by the Greeks in
their confrontations with the Persians, the military gear of the warriors, the forging
of the strong Athenian naval power. Also, the question why the Persian Wars were
connected to the development of democracy and the flourishing of the Classical era,
arises, and an attempt is made to trace the echo of the victory both in antiquity and
in the following centuries.

ATk pedavopopen ArfikuBog AeukoU BdBoug e mapdatacn EAAnva moAepLatr mou
avTipETWI(eL VIKNPSpa TpeLs Mépaeg. 490-480 m.X. EQviko Apyatodoytké Mouaelo

Attic black-figure white-ground lekythos depicting a Greek warrior successfully fighting
against three Persians. 490-480 BC. National Archaeological Museum

Ol NEPZIKOI MOAEMOI

Z OpPwva Pe tov Hpddoto, éva amd ta altia yia ta MnSika frav n
Pobokla twv MNepowv va katahdBouv to Alyalo Kat TLG CNUAVTLKEG
EMNVLKEG TIOAELG, E ATIWTEPO OTOXO TNV EMEKTAON TNG AUTOKPATOPLaG
TOug otn Auon.

Emtl Bao\elag tou Aapeiou, TV apoppn yla emibeon €é5waoe n BoriBsla
Twv ABnvalwv Kat EpeTpLéwv 0TouG EMaVACTATNHEVOUG TWVEG TNG
Mukpag Aalag (499 T.X.).

H mpwtn peydAn cUpPagn TWV avIiMaAwy OTPATEVHATWY O EAANVLKO
€8apog Tpaypatorolrfnke to 490 T.X., otnv medLada tou Mapabwva.
H aBnvaikr) nuokpatia, Trou elye mpoowata eykabLspubet (508 Tt.X.),
QVTLPETWTILOE PE ETILTUYX LA Evav LoxupoTato ex0po Tapatdooovtag
amévavti Tou EAeUBEPOUG TTOAITEC-OTIALTEG, EVIOXUBNKE Kal ESpaLWONKE.

H Seutepn Tepolkr| ELOBOAN onpelwONKe to 480-479 T.X. ITIG Ogppo-
TIUAEG, TO ApTepioLo, TN Zahapiva kat TG MAatatég ol EAANVeG avape-
TPRBNKaV PE Tov TIOAUAPLBUO oTPaTd TOU =€pEn, Katawépvovtag va
avtiotabolyv Kat TEALKA va uTtepLoUoouV TO00 otnVv Enpd 600 Kal
otn 6dA\acoa.

Yta yeyovdta autd avagepetal n ékBeon «lotoping amosdegic». Ta
€uprpata Tou apouctalovtal armoTteAOVV Ta TEKUNPLA, AUEDA 1 EU-
MEOQ, TNG LOTOPLKAG arynone. MNipw amo toug Vo Bactkolc AEoVeG
TIoU opiouv N paxn TWv OEPUOTIVAWY Kal N vaupayia tng ZoAapivag,
avantuooovtal BEPATLKEG EVOTNTEG OTIWG O OTPATNYLKOG OXESLAGHOG
TIoU akoAoUBnoav oL EAANVEC OTLG CUYKPOUGELG TOUG e Toug MEPOE,
0 €EOTIALOPIOG TWV POXNTWV KaL N 6@UPNAATNOoN TNG LoXUPNG abnvaiknig
VAUTLKA G Suvapngc. TiBetat emiong to epwtnua yatt ot Mepotkot Moé-
AgpoL cuVEEBNKaV PE TNV avartuén tng SnUoKpatiag Kal tnv avenon
TNG KAAOLKNG ETTOXNG KAl EMLYELPE(TAL VA aviVeUBel o amonyog Tng
vikNnG katd tnv apxatdtnta aAd Kat 0TOUG ALWVEG TIOU aKoAoUBnoav.



THE BATTLE OF THERMOPYLAE

he landscape of Thermopylae in antiquity was different than the present one. The

crossing of Thermopylae was possible through a trail about nine kilometers long
and up to 20 meters wide between the Malian Gulf and the steep slopes of Mount
Kallidromo.
It was from there that Xerxes' troops would pass on the summer of 480 BC, in order to
head south, towards Athens and the Peloponnese. It was there that the Greeks chose
to wait for them, since the narrow pass offered them the opportunity to neutralize
the numerical advantage of their opponents and to prevent the deployment of their
strong cavalry. Although it is not clear in the sources, modern historians estimate that
the Persian army counted 70,000-300,000 men, whereas the Greek one only 7,000.
Along with the army, the Greek fleet attempted to halt the advance of the enemies in
the sea at the nearby location of cape Artemision, in a naval battle with what proved
to be an ambivalent outcome.
The superior armament, the impeccable military training and the battle strategic plan
proved to be important advantages for the Greek side. The army, led by Leonidas, king
of Sparta, feinted a retreat in order to drag the Persians to the spot that was proper for
counterattack. For two days the Greek side managed to hold the pass without major
losses, until Ephialtes’ act of treason: he revealed to Xerxes the Anopaia path, the secret
trail, so the latter could surround the Greeks. Leonidas sent away the rest of his army
and defended the position until the end with 300 Spartans, 700 Thespians and 400
Thebans, thus gaining a place in history even more glorious than that of the winner.

Mapudptvo dyaAua omAitn amé to lepo tng ABnvag XaAktolkou atn Enaptn. Mbavitata
ToU BactAid tng Emaptng Acwvisa. 480-470 m.X. Apxatodoyiké Mouaeio Smaptng

Marble statue of a hoplite from the Sanctuary of Athena Chalkioikos in Sparta,
known as “Leonidas”. 480-470 BC. Archaeological Museum of Sparta
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0 TOTTO TWV OEPPOTIVAWY GTNV apXaALOTNTA TAV SLAPOPETLKO ATIO

TO onpePLVO. H SLdBaon twv OgpHOoTIUAWY MTav Suvatr] HECW EVOG
povoTiatloU HRKOUG eVvEa TIEPITTIOU XIALOPETPWY KAt TIAATOUG £wg 20
METPQ, avapeoa otn BaAacoa Tou MaALaKOU KOATIOU KAl TLG ATIOTOMEG
TIAQYLEG TOU 6poug KaAAiSpopiou.
ATté ekel Ba Tiepvovoav Ta oTpatevpata Tou =€p&n To Kahokaipl Tou
480 T.X. yla va petafouv votLa, pog tTnv ABriva kat tnv MeAottovvnao.
Ekel eméAe€av va Toug TEPLPEVOLV oL EAANVEG, KaBWG To 0TeVO TOUC
€6LVE TNV eukalpia va eE0USETEPWOOLV TO APLOPNTLKO TIAEOVEKTN A
TWV QVTLITAAWY TOUG KAL VA PNV ETLTPEYOLV TNV avarttuén tou Loxupou
ToUG LTTTitkoU. MoAovoTt Sev elval EekdBapo oTLg TNyES, oL GUyXPOovVoL
Lotoplkol uttoAoyidouv OTL 0 TIEPCLKOG 0TPaTOg aplBuovoe 70 pe 300
XALASEC AVSPEG, EVW 0 EANANVLKOG 7.000. MapdAAnAa e Tov oTpatod, o
0TOAOG TwV EMVWV eTtLxelpnoe va avakoPeL Tnv Ttopeia Twv exOpwv
otn BAdAaooq, otnv KovTvr) B€on Tou ApTEPLOLOU, O pLa oUYKpoUaon
TIoU N €kPBaor) Tng amodeixbnke apwipporn.
O avwTEPOC OTIALOHOG, N APTLA OTPATLWTLKY EKTIALSEUON KAl N OTPATNYL-
Kr} TNG PAxNG amoSelyBnkav onPAVTIKA TINEOVEKTAHATA YLa TNV EANVLKNA
mAeupd. O oTpatdc, Pe nyetn Tov Aswvida, BactAld Tng Zmaptngc, TPoo-
TIOLBNKE UTIOXWPNON WOTE VA TTapacUpEL TOoUG MEPTEC 0To KATAANAO
onpelo yLa avtemniBeon. MNa U0 PEPEG, N EAMNVLKI TIAEUPA KPATNOE TO
0TEVO XWPLG PEYOAEG ATTWAELEC, £WC TNV TIPodoaoia Tou EpLdAtn Tou
amokAdAUYE otov Z€p&n tnv Avoraia atpard, To HUOTLKO JOVOTIATL
yla va TIEPLKUKAWGEL Toug EAANveG. O Aswvidag e5lwéEe Tov UTIOAOLTTO
OTPATO KAl UTEEpacTIloTnKe TN B€on péxpL téAoug pe 300 ITapTLATEG,
700 ©soTielg kat 400 OnPatoug, kepdidovtag otnv lotopla pla Beon
TILO €VS0EN KL aTtd EKELVN TOU VIKNTHA.

XaAkweg avypég BeAwv avatoAikoU TUmou amé to meslo TG pdyns twv OepuomuAwv. 480
m.X. (EBvikS Apxatodoyiké Mouaeio)

Bronze arrowheads from the battlefield of Thermopylae. 480 BC. (National
Archaeological Museum)



WEAPONRY: THE METAL WALL

he Greeks fought against the Persians to defend their land and freedom. Naturally,

they would not have been able to withstand an opponent so numerous, if they
didn't have the proper training and developed know-how regarding their military gear.
The hoplites, accustomed to hand-to-hand combat, constituted a compact metal wall,
the famous phalanx, a military formation which had been used for the first time by
Miltiades at Marathon. The Spartan phalanx was considered as the most powerful of
all, since the entire life of the Lacaedemonians was dedicated to the art of war.
The warriors wore Corinthian-type helmets, which covered the head and the neck,
leaving free space for the eyes, the nose and the mouth; they also wore a metal
breastplate, which protected them from the enemy spears and arrows. The hoplon,
the semicircular or round shield, had a wooden core, was covered in bronze and was
fastened firmly on the hand on two spots with leather handles. The warriors held the
shield with their left hand, protecting not only themselves, but also the uncovered right
side of their fellow warrior. With the other hand they held the spear, with a wooden
shaft and a bronze spearhead; it was about 1.80 m. long and it allowed strikes to the
enemy from a distance. The sword was used in case of a loss of the spear or in hand-
in-hand fights.
The numerous and diverse Persian army lined up facing the Greek phalanx. Coming
from the East, used to different weather conditions and environment, they bore a light,
inadequate weaponry, to the exception, naturally, of the select unit of the Immortals.

Tunpa miAwng HETOMNG e amelkovian omALtwy. 580-560 m.X. (ApxatoAoytké Mouaeio
Zndptng)

Clay metope fragment depicting hoplites. 580-560 BC.
(Archaeological Museum of Sparta)

ONAIZMOZXZ: TO METAAAIKO TEIXOX

0 L EM\nvEG amévavtL otoug MEPoEg pdyovtav yla va UTEPAOTIL-
oTOUV TN YN Kat Tnv eAeuBepia Touc. Asv Ba propovoav BERala
va avtiotaBouv og evav avtinalo téoo oAudpLlBpo dv Sev elyav tnv
KATAANAN ekmatl&euon Kat avartuypévn TEXVOYVWOLa 0TV TIOAEULKN
ekaptuon.

Ov omAiteg, ouvnBLopévol va Sivouv PAYEC owPa HE owla, aroteAoloav
€Va OUUTIAYEG, HETAMLKO TElYOG, TNV TIEPlYNUN pdAayya, oXNUATLOHOG
Ttou aLoTtoLBNKE yLa TTpwTn Yopd amoé tov MITLadn otov Mapabwva.
loxupdTeEPN OAWV BewpoUlVTaV N CTIAPTLATLKY, AQoU OAOC 0 Blog TwV
AaKeSALPOVIWY MTaV aQLEPWUEVOC OTNV TEXVN TOU TIOAEHOU.

OL TIOAEPLOTEG POpOoUCaV KPAVOG KOPLVOLaKoU TUTIOU, TIOU KAAUTITE TO
KEPAAL KaL TOV AALPO, aprjvovtag EAeUBEPO XWPO yla Ta Pdtia, tn puTn
KAl TO OTOUQ, KAl HETAAALKO BWPAKA TTOU TOUG TIPOOTATEVE ATIO TLG
EXOPLKEG ANOYXEG Kal BEAN. To OmAov, N NULKUKALKN 1] 0TpoyyUAn aottisa,
elye EVALWVO TTUPr VA, KAAUTITOTAV ATIO OPELXAAKO KAl OTEPEWVOTAV KAAd
0TO X€pL o€ SUO onpela e SeppatveG AaBeg. OL TIOAEPLOTEG KpatoUoav
TNV aomida Pe To apLoTEPO, TTpooTATEUOVTAG OXL HOVO TOV EQUTO TOUG
OAAA KaL TNV akGAUTTTn SEELA TIAEUPA TOU CUPTIOAEPLOTH) TOUG. ME To
GA\O XEPL Kpadalvav To §6pu, e EUALVO OTEAEXOG KAl XAAKLVN alyun:
€lye pnkog 1,80 Y. TTEPITIOU Kal ETIETPETIE XTUTINATA OTOV £XBpd aTto
améotacn. To &lpog xpnolpoToloVVTaV OE TIEPLTITWON ATIWAELAG TOU
50paTog | OTLG HAXEG CWHA PE CWHA.

ATtévavtL oTnV EAANVLKA @AAayya TtapatayxBnke o TIOAUAPLBLIOG Kat
TIOAUGUAAEKTLKOG OTPATOC TWV MMepowv. MNMpogpxOpEVOC amo tnv Avato-
Arj, oLVNBLOPEVOG OE SLAPOPETLKEG KALPLKEG CUVONKEC Kal TiEpLRAANOV,
€pePE EAaWpU, akatdAnAo omAlopo, pe e€atpeon BeBata To emilekto
owua Twv Abavdtwy.

XdAkivo kpdvog KoptvBLakoU TUTTOU e TNV MLypa@ri «o MIATLASNG avéBeae aTov Alax.
490 1.X. Apxatoloyiké Mouaeio OAuumiag

Bronze Corinthian helmet with the inscription “Miltiades dedicated to Zeus”. 490 BC.
Archaeological Museum of Olympia



THE BIRTH OF THE NAVAL POWER
LAVRION AND THE “TREASURE OF THE EARTH"

— Do they not have plenty of wealth in their homes?
— They have as treasure a silver vein in the bowels of the earth

(Aeschylus, The Persians, translation Herbert Weir Smyth, 1926)

he first Persian invasion ended with the victory of the Greeks at Marathon.
However, there were many those who supported the view that the threat had
not been completely eliminated and that the Persians would attempt a new attack
in the future.
This view was shared also by Themistocles, the leader of the democratic faction, who
envisioned turning Athens into a mighty naval power, which would avert the Persian
danger.
A favourable coincidence enabled his plan, which was ambitious, innovative
but also expensive. In 483/2 BC, in the region of Lavrion was discovered a
rich vein of silver. The mines belonged to the Athenian state: a part of the
income was dedicated to the gods (namely the tithe) whereas another part
was distributed to the citizens. Since the new vein gave the city 100 talents, the
proposal was put forth to distribute 10 drachmas to each citizen. Themistocles,
however, disagreed and suggested that the city should lend one talent to each one of
100 rich citizens, so that each one of them should build a trireme, adding one more
talent from their own income.
Themistocles’ proposal was accepted by the Ekklesia of the Demos (the Assembly of
the Athenian citizens) and the Naval Law was voted for.
Within the next three years 100 more triremes were built. In 480 BC, on the eve of
Xerxes' campaign, Athens with 200 ships was the largest naval power of Greece,
superior also to Corinth and Aegina, cities that until then had the lead in the maritime
field.
Thus, the treasure of the land of Lavrion contributed decisively to the victory of the
Greek fleet in Salamis.

Mapudptvn mpotopr} OgLtaTokAr. Pwpaikd avtiypago
(Museo Ostiense. Parco Archeologico di Ostia Antica)

Marble portrait head of Themistocles. Roman copy
(Museo Ostiense. Parco Archeologico di Ostia Antica)

HTENNHXH THX NAYTIKHX AYNAMHZX
TO AAYPIO KAl O «OHZAYPOX XOONOZX»

«[Modtog éapkrg Sépols;
dpyUpou Tmyrj Ti§ avTols éoT, Bnoavpog xBovdg.»

—Mnv éyouv dgBovo ota omitia Piog;

—Mia aonuédAeBa ota omAdyva g yng Exouy Bnoauvpd.

(AtgyUAog, Mépacg, at. 238, utep. I.N. [pumdpng)

TIPWTN TIEPOLKT| ELOBOAN EANEE PE TN ViKN Twv EMvwv

otov Mapabwva. Qotdoo, sgv ftav Alyol autol Tou
uttootrpllav OTL N amellr Sev lye oploTikd ekAeleL Kat
otL oL MNépaeg Ba emiyelpoUoav oTo PEANOV pLa VEa eTtiBean.

¥
-

g_\.
Tnv memoiBnon autr potpaldtav Kat 0 OEPLOTOKANG, NYETNG
NG SNHOKPATLKAG Ttapatagng, o otolog opapati{otav va HETa-
TpePeL TNV ABrva o€ Loxupr VAUTLKN SUvVapn Tou Ba améTpeme Tov
TIEPOLKO KivEuvo.

Mua guVoiKr) cuyKUpia SLEUKOAUVE TO OYESLO TOU, PNOSOED, KALVOTOUO
MG Kat Sartavnpo. To 483/2 Tt.X. TNV TIEPLOXT TNG AQUPEWTLKNG ava-
KaAUEBNke pla mhovola eA£Ra apyVpou. Ta Petalela avikav otnv
abnvaikr ToALTela - €va TTOCOOTO TWV ECOSWY APLEPWVOTAV OTOUG
BeoUc (n Sekatn), EVW €va PeyAlo PEPOG HoLpalOTaVv OTOUG TTOALTEG.
Kabwg Aoutov n vea pAEPRa amédwaoe otnv ToAn 100 Tédhavta, Statu-
TWONKE N potacn va StavepnBoulv amod 10 Spaxpeg os KABE TTOALTN.
O OgPLOTOKANG aVTLTAXBNKE Kal TIPOTELVE N TTIOAN va SaveloeL ano éva
taAavto o€ 100 TTAOUGLOUG TIOALTEG, TIPOKELPEVOU VA VAUTINYOOUV
amo pla Tppn, TTpochETovtag éva akopa TAAAVTOo amd Ta SIKA ToUG
eLoodnpata.

H Tpotacn Tou O€pLoTOKAR €yLVe SeKTH amod thv EkkAnola tou Arjpou
Kat 0 Nautikog Nopog uttepPn@LoTnkKe.

Yta emopeva tpla xpovia vautrnyndnkav 100 emLmAEov TpLn-
pELG. To 480 T.X., TTaPAPOVEG TNG EKoTpatelag Tou =£pén, n ABrva
pe 200 TAola Tav AEoV n peyaAUTepn vVauTikr SUvapn tng EAAG-
8ac, avwtepn akdpa Kat amod TG TOAELG TIou StEBetav Tapadootakd
To TtpoRasdiopa, TV KopwBo kat tnv Atywva.

‘Etol, 0 Bnoaupodg TNG AQUPEWTLKNG YNG CUVETEAECE KABOPLOTIKA OTN
ViKn Tou EMNVLIKOU 0TOAOU 0Tn ZaAayiva.

ABnvaika apyupd tetpadpayua, yvwaotd Kat ws «yAaukeg». 406 at. m.X.
Apxatooyiké Mouagio Aaupiou

Athenian silver Tetradrachms, known as “owls” (Glaukai). 4th cent. BC
Archaeological Museum of Lavrion



THE NAVAL BATTLE OF SALAMIS

On, you sons of Hellenes!

Free your native land. Free your children,
your wives, the temples of your fathers’ gods,
and the tombs of your ancestors.

Now you are fighting for all you have.

(Aeschylus, The Persians, translation Herbert Weir Smyth, 1926)

fter Thermopylae, the Persian army and fleet headed south, looting and setting

fire to the cities that resisted.
The Greek army was waiting in Salamis. The dichotomy was intense about the place
of the conflict. Themistocles insisted that the Strait of Salamis be chosen, he did not
even hesitate to resort to tricks to carry out his plan.
It was dawn, September 28 or 29, 480 BC.
Xerxes was deceived and prepared the fleet overnight for an attack. But instead of
finding the Greeks unprepared, it was the Persians who took them by surprise. While
waiting to see their opponents flee, they heard the trumpets and the war hymns «Or
children of Greeks!»
The Greek fleet numbered about 300 ships, while the Persian more than 1,000.
However, the supremacy of the Persians was neutralized by the strategy of the Greeks.
Every detail was important and was carefully considered. The morning light breeze
caused heavy Persian ships to shake and archers to fail. The restriction of space
did not allow the Persians to use all their power, with the result that the two fleets
fought with an equal number of ships on the front line. The Greeks placed their most
powerful forces, the Spartans, the Athenians, the Aeginians, against the most valiant
Persian sailors, the Phoenicians and the lonians. Thus, when after many hours and an
ambiguous conflict the Athenians overcame their opponents, their triremes headed
towards the center.
The plate had already tilted in favor of the Greeks.

Opolwpa tpiipous. (Mouaeio Kotoavd Apyalag EAAnvikrig Texvoloylag)

Model of trireme. (Museum of Ancient Greek Technology “Kostas Kotsanas”)

H NAYMAXIA THX SAAAMINAX
«NYN YIEP MTANTQN ATrFQN»

«Q maibeg ENMrjvwy, ite, ENevBepoite matpis’,
éXevBepoite 8¢ maidag, yuvaikag, Bewv Te matpwwy £,

Brikag Te mpoySvwy: VOV UTTEP TAVTWY Ay WV.»

«Eumpég, maudid twv EMrjvwy, edevBepwioTe Ty matpida, eEhevbepioTe
Ta TEKVQ, TIG YUVAIKES, TA IEpd TwV TATPIKWY Bewv, Toug Tdpoug
TwvV mpoydvwv! Nuv utrép mavtwy aywv!>»

AtoxlAog, Mépacg, at. 402-405, ptep. Mav. MouAAds, 2009

€TA TLG OEPPOTIVAEG, O TIEPOLKOG OTPATOC KAL OTOAOG KATEUOBUV-
Bnkav votLa, AenAaTwVTag Kat TTUPTIOAWVTAG TLG TIOAELG TTOU
QVTLOTEKOVTAV.
To EANANVLKO OTPATEUUA TIEPIPEVE CUYKEVTPWHEVO 0T ZoAapiva. H
Slyoyvwpia ntav évtovn yla Tov TOTo TG oUYKPouaonG. O OEULOTOKANG
emépeve va emleyel To otevo tng Zahapivag, dev lotaoce pdAlota va
KatagUyeL 0€ TEXVACHATA yLd VA TIPAYUATOTIOLOEL TO OXESLO TOU.

‘Hrav Enuépwpa, 28 | 29 ZemtepBplou tou 480 T.X.

O =£€p&nc EeyeNAOTNKE KaL ETO{POOE TO OTOAO €O 0T VUXTA yLa ETTiOe-
on. Avtl 0pwg va Bpel ampoetoipactoug toug EAANveG, Ttav ot Mépoeg
€kelvoL TIOU alpvLsLaotnkav. Evw Tepipevay va Souv Toug avtimaAoug
TOUC VA TPETIOVTAL G (YUY, AKOUOAV TLG GAATILYYEG KAL TOUG TIOAEULKOUG
UPVOUG va Nyowv «Ite malbeg EAAvwy f»

O eA\nVLKOG oToAog aplBpouoe Tiepimou 300 TAola, VW O TIEPOLKOG
Tmavw amo 1.000. Qotooo, n utepoxn Twv Mepowv eEoudeTepwONKE
aTto TN OTPATNYLK TWV EAAAVwv.

Ka&Be Aemtopépela nTav onPavtikn Kat (€ T(POOEKTIKA An@BOel uTto-
Y. O TIPWLVOC EAaAWpPUG AVEPOG TIPOKAAECE KAUSWVLOWO oTa Bapld
TiEpOLKA TTAola Kal actoxla ota BEAN TwV To&oTwy. O TIEPLOPLOPOG
TOU XWpPoU Sev emeTpee oToUG MEPOEG va aELOTIOL GOV OAN TOUG
TN &Uvapn, pe amoTeAecpa oL U0 oTOAoL va pdyovtal pe (oo aptBpuo
TAOLWV oTNV TTPWTN Ypappr). Ot EAMnvEG TomtoBETnoav ota Akpa TLG TIiLo
LOXUPEG TOUC SUVAELG, STIAPTLATEG, ABnvaloug, AlylVhTEG, amévavtl
OTOUG TTLo a&LOPayouUG VAUTIKOUG TwV Mepowy, Polvikeg Kat TwVEG.
‘Etol, 6Tav petd amo TNy ToALwpn Kal apgippotin clykpouan oL ABn-
vaiot umeployuoav Twv aVTLTAAWY TOUG, OL TPLHPELG TOUG KATEUBUV-
Bnkav TPog To KEVTPO.

H mAdotLyya elye Tia yelpeL uTEp Twv EAAAVWV.



SHIPBUILDING

he ship which was related closer than any other with the victory at Salamis was the

trireme. Although it was first invented by the Corinthians in the 8th cent. BC, it was
the Athenians who first enhanced its advantages, connecting it with the development
of their city per se.
The trireme was a light, fast, agile and aggressive ship. It moved by oars as well as by
sails. Its particular features in comparison to other warships were the skillful addition
of a third row of rowers (eretae), which increased its velocity without increasing its
volume, and the reinforcement of its military equipment with the ram, the sharp,
wooden construction on the bow, lined with bronze. The triremes could thus cause
the sinking “by ramming” of the enemy ships, striking them vehemently on the beam
or on the sides. In the classical period, the tip of the ram bore indentations, resembling
a trident.
The command of the ship lay with the trierarch and with another 7 officers. The petty
officer coordinated 170 rowers in three rows: the thranitae on the highest row, the
zygitae on the middle one and the thalamitae on the lower one. In order to protect the
ship and its sailors, another 10 hoplites and 4 archers came aboard. In total, the crew
of a trireme reached 200 people, probably all of them free Athenian citizens.

XdAkwo éupolo mAolou amd tn BaAdoata meployn tou Apteptaiou. 406 at. m.X.
Apxatoroytkdé Mouaeio Mewpatd

Bronze bow ram from the area near Cape Artemision. 4th cent. BC
Archaeological Museum of Piraeus

NAYMHTIKH

T 0 TIAOLO TTOU CUVEEBNKE KateEoy NV HE TN Vikn otn ZaAapiva ivain
TPLAPNG. MoAovoTL TpwToL TNV mvonaoav ot Kopiveiol tov 8o at.
T.X., oL ABnvalot tav ekelvol TTou avedel&av ta TIAEOVEKTHPATA TNG,
OUVEEOVTAG TNV PE TNV (8la Ttnv avamntugn tng moANG Toug.

H tpuipng ftav mholo eAa@pu, yprlyopo, EVEALKTO Kal ETILOETLKO. Ki-
vouvtav Pe KOUTILA 0AAG Kat Lotia. OL L8LattepOTnTEG TG O OXEON HE
GAAQ TTIOAEULKA TTAOLa cuvioTavtal oTnV TIPOCBKN HE ETILEEELO TPOTIO
TPLTNC OELPAG KWTINAATWVY (EpETWV), TTIOU AVENCE TNV TAXUTNTA TNG
XwpLg va geyahwvel Tov 0YKo TNG, KAl 0TNV vioXuon TOU TIOAEPLKOU
NG eEomALopoU pe To €UBoAo, TNV alxpnpr, EUALVN KATAoKeu otV
TIAWPN, EMEVSUPEVN PE OPELYAAKLVN Brikn. OL TPLAPELG PTIopoUoav 1oL
Va TIPOKAAECOUV TN BUBLON «SLa EPBOALOHOU» TWV AVTITTOAWY TAOLWVY,
XTUTIWVTAC TA PE 0PI OTN SOKO ) 0TA TAEUPA. ZTA KAACLKA XPpovLa, N
amdAngn Tou eyROAOU Tav 08oVTWTN, OE HopYr) Tplawvag.

Tn Slolknon tou TTAolou aokoUoE 0 TPLPAPXOG, HE 7 akdpa aglwpa-
TOUX0UC. O KEAEUOTNAG GLUVTOVLE 170 KWTINAATEG, O€ TPELG OELPEG: OL
Bpaviteg otnv uPNAOTEPN OELpdq, oL {uyltec otn peoala, ol Badaui-
TEG 0TN XapnNAOTeEPN. MNa TtV pootacia tou TIA0LOU Kat TwV VauTwy
eméBatwvav eniong 10 omAlTeg Kat 4 To&OTEC. TUVOALKA, TO TIARpWHA
pLag Tpuipoug égptave ta 200 dtopa, TiBavotata Aot eEAelBepol abn-
vatot ToA{tec.

Mappdptvog opBaAudg tpuipous amd mAwpn mAolouv. 506 at. m.X.
Apxatoloyikdé Mouaeio Mewpatd

Marble trireme eye from a ship prow. 5th Cent. BC
Archaeological Museum of Piraeus
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THE CONSOLIDATION
OF DEMOCRACY

he victory of the Athenians at Marathon dispelled the myth that the Persians
were invincible and at the same time it was decisive for the future of democracy
in Athens.
The Athenians avoided the return of the tyrant Hippias and proved their superiority
against a strong, but heterogeneous army, deploying against it free citizens-hoplites.
According to Aristotle, after the battle of Marathon, the Demos (People) of Athens
acquired an important political power and the regime became more democratic.
New institutions and laws were established, but also some older, pre-existing ones
started being applied, such as the ostracism, the supreme political act of protection
of Democracy, already provided by the legislation of Cleisthenes, but only applied in
reality in 488 BC.
Of equal importance was the fact that the conditions were set for Athens to evolve into
a powerful force of the Greek world alongside Sparta.
The building of the war fleet according to the political planning of Themistocles
changed even more decisively the balance between them and helped Athens prevail
in the Aegean. At the same time it had a strong repercussion on the interior affairs of
the city, as it reinforced the political power of the lower, by terms of income, class of
the Athenian citizens, the thetae, who manned the ships as rowers.
The victorious outcome of the battles of the Greeks against the Persians marked the
supremacy of the values of freedom and democracy against the unfree despotism.
Finally, it offered the necessary conditions for the unparalleled development of the
intellect and the arts in the classical era.

Ootpako ooTpaktouol Tou Aptateldn. 506 at. m.X.
Apxatoloyiké Mouaeio Kepapetkol

Potsherd (ostrakon) of ostracism with the name of Aristeides. 5th cent. BC
Archaeological Museum of Kerameikos

H EAPAIQXH
THX AHMOKPATIAZ

vikn Twv ABnvalwv otov Mapabuwva SteAuce Tov pubo otL oL MNépoeg

fTav arTNTTOL KAt TaUTOXPoVa UTTAPEE KABOPLOTLKI YL TO HEAAOV
™G Snuokpatiag otnv ABrva.
OLABnvalol amépuyav TNV emavodo Tou TUpavvou ITtrtia kat amésetéav
TNV QVWTEPOTNTA TOUG £VAVTL EVOG LOXUPOU aAd ETEPOKANTOU OTPaA-
TOU, TTApATACOOVTAG ATTEVAVTL TOU TOUG EAEUBEPOUG TTOALTEG — OTIALTEG.
YUP@WVa PE Tov APLOTOTEAN, HETA TN paxn tou Mapabwva o An-
HOG TwV ABnvalwv amékTnoe onNPAvTLKY TIOALTLKY SUvaun Kat
TO TOAlTEUPA €yLVE TTLO SnuoKpatiko. Néot Beopol kal vopol Be-
omilotnkav, aAAd Kat TTaAaldTePOL TTou TPoUTIRPXaV apxXLoav va
epappolovtal, OTwE yld TapaSeLypa, 0 00TPAKLOPOG, N uLoTn
TIOALTLKN) TIpA&&n mpootactiag tng Anpokpatiag, mou TTPoPAETO-
tav Nén amd tn vopobeoia tou KAeloBevn (508 1.X.), aAAd pOALG
TO 488 T1.X. ApXLOE va EQappPOleTaL oTnv TPAgn.

E€loou onuavtiko utrp&e To yeyovog Ot Snuloupyndnkav ot ipoUTo-
BgoeLc yLa TNV avasdelén tng ABrivag o€ Loxupr) SUvapn Tou EANANVLIKOU
KOOUOU, TIAAL oTn ZTTApTn.

H vauttr)ynon Tou TTOAEULKOU GTOAOU CUHPWVA LIE TOV TIOALTLKO OXESL-
QOO TOU OgULOTOKAN GAAAEE OKOUA TILO ATTOPACLOTLKA TLG LOOPPOTILEG
peTagL toug kat BoriBnoe tnv ABrjva va KupLapyroeL 0TOV alyalakd
XWpo. Elxe mapdM\nAa coBapo avTiKTUTIO KaL 0TA ECWTEPLKA TNG TIOANG,
KaBwg eVioYUOE TNV TIOALTLKY) KUpLapxLa TN KATWTEPNG ELOOSNPATLKIAG
TéENG abnvaiwv ToALTwy, Twv Bntwy, oL omtoloL emavépwaoav ta mhola
WG KWTTNAGTEG,.

H viknpdpa €kBacn Twv paxwy twv EMvwy evavtiov twv Mepowv
ONUATOS0TNOE TNV UTIEPOXT TWV a&LwV TG eAeuBeplag Kat TG Snuo-
Kpatlag amévavtl oTov aveAeUBepo Se0TOTLONO. MPoTEepE, TENO,
TLG amapaltnteg mPoUTmoBETELG yLla TNV amapAapAAN avAartugn Ttou
TIVEUHATOC KAl TWV TEXVWV KATA TNV KAAOLK) ETTOXN.



THE SYMBOLS OF NIKE
(VICTORY)

W ith the end of the wars, the Greeks dedicated magnificent trophies at the
sanctuaries of the gods in token of gratitude and constant reminiscence of their
victory. They reflected their pride on art: the personifications of Niké&, youthful, winged
and slender, decorated pottery vessels and sculpted compositions, whereas depictions
of Amazonomachy were considered as a subtle nuance to the recent events and thus
became extremely popular. The echo of the victory is imprinted also on the coin mints,
traveling to the entire known world of that era.

Coins, then as now, did not have only a financial but also a symbolic value, as they
summarized in their pictorial representations the distinctive identity of each city: they
reminded its myths and traditions, promoting, sometimes, its political ambitions as
well.

Athens constituted a typical case. Since the end of the 6th cent. BC the depictions
decorating both sides of its coins become standardized: on the obverse the head of
the protecting goddess, Athena, wearing an Attic helmet, and on the reverse the owl,
her symbol. At the turn of the 5th cent. BC little details are added to the established
depictions: on the obverse leaves of the sacred olive tree decorate Athena’s helmet
forming a wreath, an eloquent allusion to victorious struggles. On the reverse, a little
branch of an olive tree accompanies the owl. On the tetradrachms, the most common
and strong currency in the Classical era, a little crescent is also added. Its interpretation
is not clear: some scholars think that it stresses the nocturnal nature of the bird,
whereas others connect the crescent to the Persian Empire, the Persian wars and the
prevalence of the Greeks in these wars.

Atk AfikuBog AsukoU BdBoug pe mapdataon Nikng. 480-470 m.X.
EBVikd Apyatodoyiké Mouaeio

Attic white-ground lekythos depicting Nike. 480-470 BC.
National Archaeological Museum

0 vadg tng ABnvdg Nikng, atny AkpomoAn. Metd to 426-421 1.X.

The temple of Athena Niké on the Acropolis. After 426-421 BC

TA ZYMBOAA THXZ NIKHZ

M € TN AN TWv TIOAEPWY, oL EM\NVEG a@LEPWoaV JeYaAOTIPETT TPO-
TIOLA OTA LEPA TWV BEWV WG EUYVWHOOUVN Kal SLapKr) UTevBULON
NG VIKNG TOUG. ATIOTUTIWOQV TNV UTIEPNPAVELA TOUG OTNV TEXVN OL
TIPOCWTIOTIOLHOELG TNG NIKNG, VEQVLKES, PTEPWTEG KAL AUYEPOKOPHIES,
KOOPOUV ayyela Kat YAUTITIKEG OUVBEDELG, EVW OL TTAPAOTACELG TNG
Apalovopayilag Bswpouvtal eloxNPoG UTTAWVLYHOG oTa TIpOGpaATa
yeyovota kal ylvovtat tslaitepa Snuo@ielg. O amonyog tng vikng
QTIOTUTIWVETAL KAL OTLG KOTIEG TWV VOULOPATWY, TaELSevovtag o€ OA0
TOV YVWOTO TOTE KOGHO.

Ta voplopata, 0TWG Kat orpepa, §ev elxav pOVo olkovouLKn agla
MG KAl CUPPBOAWKE, KaBwG CUPTIUKVWVAVY OTLG TIAPACTACELG TOUG TN
Slakpltr tautdTnTa TN KABE TIOANG: uTtevBUupLlav Toug PUBoUG Kal
TLC TAPASOOELG TNG, TIPOBANOVTAG EVIOTE KAL TLG EKACTOTE TIOALTIKEG
@odoéieg TnC.

H mepimtwon tng ABrivag lval xapaktnpLoTLkn. Zta voplopatd tng
TIQyLWVOVTAL IO TA TEAN TOU 60U aL. TL.X. OL TTAPACTACELG TTIOU KOGHOUV
TG U0 OYELG: OTOV EUTIPOCBOTUTIO N KEWYAAN] TNG Tipootdtidag Bedg,
TIOU Popel atTkd KPAVOG KAl 0TOV OTILoBOTUTIO N YAQUKA (KOUKOUBA-
yla), To GUPPBOAS TNG.

Y10 yUpLoPA TOU 50U aL. Tt.X. PLKPEG AETITOUEPELEG TIPOOT{BEVTAL OTLG
KaBLEPWHEVEG TIAPAOTACELG. XTNV KUpLa 0N Tou voulopatog @UAaA
NG LePNG EALAG oToAlouv To KpAvog TnG ABnvag oxnuatifovtag ote-
@AavL, ELYAWTTN AVAPOPA OE AYWVEG VIKNQOPOUG. TN Seltepn oyn,
€va PLIKpO KAaSL EALag ouvoSeVEL T YAQUKa. ZTa TETPASpayua, TO TILo
Sladedopévo kal Loxupo vOPLoPA oTNV KAAOLKN €TTOXT, TIpootiBetal
emiong évag PLkpog pnviokocg (MLooeyyapo). H epunveia tou Sev elvat
OaPNG: OPLOPEVOL HEAETNTEG BewpoUv OTL uTToypappilel To VUKTORLO
XQPAKTAPA TOU TIOUALOU, GAAOL WOTOCO GUVSEOUV TNV NULOEANVO HIE TNV
TIEPOLKI AUTOKPATOPLQ, TOUG HNSLKOUG TIOAEHOUG KL TNV ETILKPATNON
Twv EAAvwv o€ autoug.



INSCRIBED TESTIMONIES

Archaeological inscriptions constitute a valuable historical source, as
they support the information written by ancient authors.

Among these epigraphic sources count important inscriptions of the Hellenistic period,
such as the copy of the so-called “Themistocles’ decree”, found in 1952 in Troizen. The
inscription informs us on the way in which the Athenian general managed to persuade
his fellow citizens to take a brave as well as risky political decision to evacuate their city,
seeing their salvation coming only from the fleet.

In the cemetery of Classical Salamis, present-day Ambelakia, was found a marble
slab preserving part of an epigram, which refers to the Corinthians who fell heroically
during the naval battle.

In Delphi, the serpent-shaped bronze votive column dedicated by the Greeks as
a trophy bears the inscribed names of the 31 city-states who participated at the
victorious battle of Plataea.

Engravings and epigraphic testimonies appear also on potsherds, which were used
also as votes for ostracism. Numerous of them, from the Ancient Agora and the
Kerameikos, bear the names of important politicians as candidates for ostracism, such
as Aristides, Themistocles, Cimon, Kallias etc.

Apart from public inscriptions, the excavations have brought to light also important
private dedications. In Olympia, on a bronze helmet attributed to General Miltiades,
one finds inscribed his gratitude to Zeus for his brilliant victory at Marathon.

Avtiypago tou «¥nepiopatog tou OgltatokAr». 306 at. m. X.
Emtypagiké Mouaoeio

Copy of the “Themistocles Decree”. 3rd cent. BC.
Epigraphic Museum

MAPTYPIEX XAPATMENEX
2THN YAH

0 L APXCALOAOYLKEG ETILYPAPEG ATTOTEAOUV TTIOAUTLUIN LOTOPLKA TINyN,
Kabwg emiBeRatwvouv doa Kataypaoval amod apyatoug cuy-
ypageic.

AVAPECA TOUG CUYKATAAEYOVTAL CNUAVTLIKEG ETILYPAPESG EANNVLOTLKWV
XPOVWV, OTIWG TO aVTlypayo Tou Asyopevou «Pn@lopatog Tou OeuLoto-
KAr» TIoU BpéBbnke to 1952 otnv Tpoldrva. H emypagr] Hag Anpowopet
yLa Tov TPOTIO pE Tov oTtolo 0 abnvalog otpatnydq Katdwepe va TeloeL
TOUG CUPTIOALTEG TOU va TIAPOUV pla yevvaia 600 Kat pupokivéuvn To-
ALTIK) amtopAon KAl Va EKKEVWOOULV TNV TIOAN Toug, BAETOVTAG TIAEOV
TN owtnpla Toug va €pxETaL HOVO armo ToV GTOAO.

2TO VEKPOTAYELO TNG KAAOLKAG ZaAapivag, Ta onpepva APTiEAdKLa,
BpEBnke pappapilvn TAGKA TIou Slatnpel PEPOC EMLYPAHHATOG, TO
omolo avayépetal otoug KoplvBLoug Tiou £mecav Npwikd otn vaupayia.
TToug AeEApoUc, 0 0PLOCYNHOG OPELXAAKLVOG avaBnuatikog Klovag
TIoU a@LEpwoav ot EAANVEG w¢ TPOTIALO, PEPEL XAPAYHEVA TA OVOUATA
Twv 31 OAewv TIou EAaBav pEPog otn VIknedpa pdyn twy MAatatwv.
XapAypata Kal ETILYPAPLKEG HOPTUPLEC CUVAVTA KAVELG Kal 0TA TATEWVA
Bpaviopata ayyeiwy, Ta «60TPAKA, TTOU Xpnotpeuav we PrjgoL Katd tov
00TPaKLOPO. MoAudpLBpa amd autd, amod tnv Apxaia Ayopd kat Tov Ke-
PAMELKO, PEPOLV TA OVOHATA ONHAVTLKWY TIOALTIKWY TIPOCWTILKOTATWY
WG UTTOPRPLWVY YLO OCTPAKLOHO, OTIWG TOU APLOTELSN, TOU OEULOTOKANR,
Tou Kipwva, Tou KaAAia k.4.

EKTOG amd TG SNUOOLEG ETILYPAPEG, OL AVACKAPES EXOUV (PEPEL OTO (PWG
KQL ONPOVTIKEG LELWTIKEG APLEPWOELG. 2TV OAUUTILA, OE XGAKIVO KPAVOG
Tou amodidetatl otov otpatnyd MATLadn Bplokoupe xapaypevn tnv
€UYVWHOOUVN ToU oTov Ala yla tn AapTipn vikn Tou otov Mapabwva.



EXCAVATIONS
AN INDISPUTABLE WITNESS OF HISTORY

he information offered by Herodotus and the literary sources are seconded and
completed by archaeological investigations on the battlefields and in the cities
captured and destroyed by the Persians.
In Marathon the excavations brought to light the Soros, i.e. the Tumulus
of the Athenians who fell in the battle and the layer of the pyre, i.e. the ceremonial fire,
with the bones of the dead and scattered broken vessels.
An inscribed stele with the names of the deceased originating from the Erechtheis tribe
was also related to the tomb. The stele was originally set on the tomb, but was later
transferred by Herod Atticus to his famous villa in Kynouria, and it was discovered in
2000 built in an early Christian building in the region.
One more tumulus, in the region of Vranas, was identified by the archaeologists as the
Tumulus of the Plataeans and the slaves who participated at the battle.
The large number of arrowheads, spearheads and javelins found in Thremopylae,
particularly around the hill where the last warriors fell, prove in a unique manner the
descriptions of the historical texts.
In Athens, the excavations on the Acropolis revealed the burning of the
monuments in 480 BC and brought to light numerous finds, such as
architectural parts from earlier temples on the sacred rock and the renowned
archaic statues. The hoard, consisting of 62 silver coins dated to 483-480
BC, is of particular importance, as it constitutes a testimony of the silver vein of
Lavreotiki, which allowed the construction of the fleet by the Athenians. In the
Agora were discovered the remains of the destruction of the public buildings, such
as the Basileios Stoa, the courts, the Bouleuterion. Furthermore, the tokens of the
plundering of the works of art decorating the public space were found, such as the
statues of the tyrannicides, created by the sculptor Antenor.

Avaokagrj yia to mpwto Mouaeio AkpSmoAng (1864)

The excavation for the first Acropolis Museum (1864)

ANAZKAOEX
AAIAVYEYZXTOXZ MAPTYPAX THXZ IZTOPIAZX

T LG TANPOYOPLEG TOU HPOSOTOU Kal TWV PLAOAOYLKWV TINYWVY €PXO-
VTaL va eMBERALWOOLV Kal VA CUPTIANPWOOUV OL APXALOAOYLKEC
€PEUVEC 0Ta TES(A TWV PaXWV Kal OTLG TIOAELG TIOU KATEAABav Kat
katéotpedav ot MEPOEG.

2Tov Mapabwva, oL aVaoKagES EQPEPAV OTO PWG TOV «Z0Pp06», ToV TUURO
Twv ABnvaiwv Tou émecav otn Pdyn. ATIOKCAUPONKE TO OTpWHA TNG
TIUPAG HE TA 00TA TWV VEKPWVY KAl SLACTIAPTA OTtacpéva ayyeta. Me
ToV TUPBO CUVEEBNKE Kal pLa evertlypagn otAAn PE Ta ovopata Twv
TECOVTWV TNG EpexBniSog QUANG.

H otr)An €ixe apxika otnBel otov TUPPO, HETAPEPONKE EMELTA ATIO TOV
Hpwd&n ATtiko otnv Teplpnun €mauvAr Tou otnv Kuvoupla, kat evtorti-
otnke to 2000 EVIOLXLOPEVN OE TIAAQLOXPLOTLAVLKO KTAPLO OTNV TIEPLOXH.

‘Evag akopn TUPPog, otnv TEpLoxr Tou Bpavd, Tautiotnke amd Toug
apXaLoAOyou¢ pe Tov TUPRO Twv MAATALEWV Kal TwWV SOUAWV TIou
€NaBav pEpog otn payn.

O peydAog aplBpog amd alypeg BeAwy, S0pATWVY KAl AKOVTLWY TIou
Bpebnkav otLg OgppoTUALG, LLaltepa yUpw ard Tov AO®o OTiou Emecav
oL TeAeuTalol POYNTES, ATTOSEKVUEL LIE TPOTIO HOVASLKO TLG TIEPLYPAPEG
TWV LOTOPLKWVY KELHEVWV.

YtnVv ABrjva, oL avaocKaWeg TnG AKPOTIOANG KATESELEQV TNV TIUPTIOANGN
TWV Pvnpeiwv to 480 T.X. KAl £PEPAV 0TO PWE TIOAUAPLBUa EUprUaTa,
OTIWG OPXLTEKTOVLKA PEAN aTtd TIAAQLOTEPOUG VAOUG TOU LepoU Bpdyou
kat ta meplpnua apyaikd aydApata. 18laitepng onuaotag ival kat o
Bnoaupdg pe ta 62 apyupd TeTpddpaypa tou 483-480 T.X., TEKHNAPLO
TOU KOLTAOHATOC apyUPOoU TNG AQUPEWTLKNG TIOU ETIETPEPE 0TOUG ABN-
valoug TNV KATtaoKeur Tou oToAou. TNV Ayopd, armokaAu@dnkav ta
KOQTAAOLTIA TNG KATAOTPOWNG TwV Snuociwv KTnpiwv, 0Tiwg n Bacilelog
2104, Ta SlKkaotrpLa, To BouAsutrplo. Emtiong evtomioBnkav tekurpla
NG AenAaociag Twv £pywv TEXVNG TTIOU KOoPoUOQV ToV SNUOGLo XWPo,
OTIWG OL AVEPLAVTEG TWV TUPAVVOKTOVWY, EPYO TOU AvTrjvopd.
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TEVLKOG ZUVTOVLOHOG - ETiLPéAELT
Ap. Avaotaoia Aalapisou, NikoAétta Lapayd

MouceLoAoyLKI| HEAETN
NikoAétta Zapayd

Opdada Epyaciag

NikoAétta Zapayd, Kwvotavtia Kapaytavvn,
Xprjotog KoutooBavdong, MNavaywwta Mrmioha,
ANEEAVEPa ZEAEAN

APXLTEKTOVLKOG ZXESLAGHOG
Adepun Tolpwvn

Emtipédela Ketpévwv
NikoAétta Zapayd, ANeEavSpa ZENeAn

Metappaoelg Ketpévwy

Ap. Appoditn Kapdpa

Elcaywytkd Keipeva-Afjppata

AevBuvan Apyatodoyikwyv Mouoeiwy, EkGéoswy kat
EkmatSeuTikv Mpoypappdtwy, NikoAétta Zapayd,
Kwvotavtia Kapaytdvvn, Xpriotog KoutooBavaong,
Mavaywta Mrioha, AAeEGVEpa ZEAeAn

EBvikd Apyatoroyiké Mouaeio, Ap. Nwpyog KapRasdiag,
ApLadvn KAwviZakn, Ap. E@n Owovopou, Ap. Mapia
TOALa-XpLotakou, AAeEdvSpa XatgnmavayLlwtou,

Ap. Mapia Xtsipoyhou

Emtypapiké Mouaeio, Ap. ABavdolog ©€pog,

‘EAeva ZapRou, Ap. Elprivn Xwpéun

Noptopatiké Mouaelo, Ap. Fewpytog KakaBag,

Ap. Baow\kr| ZTe@avakn

Mouaeio AkpordAews, Ttapatia EAeuBepdrou,
Etprivn Kappd

Mouaeio 1. & A. KaveAMormoUAou, ETaupoUAa
AnpomoUAou

Epopeia Apyatotritwy 16Ang ABnvwv, Mapia Atdoka,
Aewvisag Mmoupvidg, Mapia TolxAn, KAeww Todyka
Epopeia Apyatotritwy Metpatdis kat Nijowv, Ap. STENA
XpucoUAAkn, TpLavta@uAALd KattouAa, Ap. Ava-
Mapia AvayvwatomoUAou, Ap. Mapia Mavvorouiou,
Avpopdxn KametavomovAou, Baouhkr) Ntatakn,

Ap. ANeEGVSpa Zupoytavvn, Ap. Kuptakr Wapdkn
Epopela Apyatotritwv Avatodwkri¢ ATtikrg, Afuntpa
Kan, Aapmpuvry Ziokou, Elprjvn Xapttdkn

Epopela Apyatotritwv Apkadiag, Ap. Avva Baowkry
Kapamavaywtou

Epopeia Apyatotritwv HAglag, Ap. Epw@iin-1pLg KoALa,
Kwvotavtivog AVTWVOTIouAOG

Epopeia Apyatotritwv Aakwviag, Xapd Mavvakdxn,
Newvisag LouxAépng, MNwpyog Tatayyoupng, Mapia
TooUAN

Epopela Apyatotritwv ®OLTsag kat Euputaviag,

Ap. NMétpog KouvoukAag, ABavaocia Tooka

Epopela Apyatotritwv @wkisog, ABavaoia WaATn
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DWTOYpaPLEG - TTIAPAXWPNON ETOTITIKOV UALKOU
EBVLKO Ap)atohoytké Mouoeio

(E. FTahavotouAog, M. Zoptag,

T. Maupoppdtng, K. Zevikdakng, M. ®eAépng)

Emtlypagikd Mouoeio (B. Mewpylddng,

A. KapaBdag, ©. Maupidng, B. Ztapatdmouog,

Z. Xpovn)

Noptopatiké Mouaelo (I. Meatolong)

Mouaeio AkpoTtoAews (N. AavinAidng,

I". KoUAEARG, £. Maupoppdtng)

Mouaeio M. & A\. KaveAortoUAou

Epopeia Apxatotritwy MoAng ABnvwv

(E. Mrtapdavn, E. Ztepavisou)

Epopeia Apxalotritwy AVatoAKnG ATTLKAG
Epopeia Apxatotritwy Mepatig kat Niowv

(. AoBeotdg)

Epopeia Apxatotritwv HAetag (M. Papairq)
Epopeia Apyatotritwy Aakwviag (©. Pryyou)
Epopeia Apxatotritwv Apkadiag

Epopeia Apyatotritwy ®OuwtLdag kat Euputaviag
(N. Kapaytavwvng, A.Tooka)

Epopeia Apyatotritwy PwkiSog

Mouaeio AoUBpou

Feppavikd ApyatohoyLko lvotitouto otnv ABrjva
Museo Ostiense. Parco Archeologico di Ostia Antica

AHEPLKAVLKT ZXOAr KAAOLKWY ZTToudwv otnv Abrjva.
Fevvasdelog BBALo6OrKn

Yrinpeota lotopiag NautikoU- MoAeptkd Nautikd
Apxeto KaBaepn - 16pupa Quéon

‘I8pupa Méavvn Toapolxn

Mouaeio Kotoavd Apxaiag EMnvikrig TexvoAoytag
EMnvika Tayudpopeia

Tpamela tng EMasog

Ek800gLG Anubis

ALOLKNTLKI-0LKOVOULKI UTtooTpLén

rwpyog Kdkkog, AvSpopdyn AeEavspn),
Eudyyghog Moupvdpag

Noyoturto ‘EkOgong

Ao Niotag

MpowBntikd Bivieo

BaoiAng Anpomoulog

IPaPLOTLKOG OXESLAGHOG
Mavog Kaotapng

ETtLpédeLa apaywyng £VTumou UALKOU
Xplotiva Mayaipa

METAAALKEG KATACKEVEG
AnpATeNG ApOCOG. KATaoKEVEG inox




EZQTEPIKH OMIZO0®YAAOY

ATTLKOG EpUBPELIOPPOGS KLOVWTOG Kpatripag e mapdotacn Apalévag kat omAlTy.
440-430 .X. (Mouaeio Apyaiag Ayopdg)

Attic red-figure column crater depicting Amazon and hoplite. 440-430 BC.
(Ancient Agora Museum)



EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA
Yrnoupyeio MoAttiopot kat ABAntiopoU

Teviki AleGBuvon ApxaloTATwV
kat MoAttiotikrig KAnpovopidg

AetBuvon Apxatohoyikdv Mouoginv, EkBEoewv
Kkat EKmadeutikav Mpoypappdtwv
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